
 

 

“If you bite into a good looking apple and find half a worm,  

you should start to worry.”   
 

Fooled by Bagworms 
This summer, my wife noticed that our fir tree was getting brown spots.  A few weeks later, 

she saw more of the tree was starting to die. She showed me and notice things hanging from it. She 

said, “Oh, they are just small pine cones.”  A few days later, I noticed these pine cones were 
climbing the wall by themselves.  A closer look at these pine cones revealed that these were 
Tyridopteryx epheneraeformis  or bagworms.  A closer look at the tree revealed that there 
were thousands of them.  

 

She spent the next few hours cutting off the ones she could reach. However, it was 
soon obvious that the 30 year old tree had to come down.  The next day, as I was cutting it 
down with a hand saw those bugs kept falling on my head.  Over the next few hours, I 
stuffed three trash cans with branches filled with those disgusting bagworms.  We used 
three bottles of organic spray and when that ran out, we emptied a can of WD40.  There 
were so many that the yard made noises as we walked on them.  I ran the lawn mower over 
them three times.  Several escaped using their long black worm body or silk string through 
cracks in the trash can lids before they were taken away. The next day we gathered another 
trash can full from the yard.  It was a horror movie that we still have nightmares about.  

 

In south central PA, during the fall, the bagworm female lays about 500-1000 eggs.  
Upon hatching, in the next spring, the young larvae start to construct silken shelters or bags 
over their bodies. They then enlarge the exterior of their bags with pieces of foliage, bits of 
bark, or other plant parts.  This makes them hard to detect, until they cause great damage. 

 

Many things in our society may fool us.  They may look so innocent, natural, and 
inviting but inside they are nothing but worms, waiting to destroy our relationships, our 
happiness, our hope, and our lives.  As I painfully learned, we must look for the bagworms 
in our trees and in our lives.  We must do all we can to prevent the eggs of destruction from 
being laid.  If we find that we were fooled, then corrective action must be taken before 
complete infestation of our lives takes place.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9 

 

  

Charles L Stambaugh 

Mt Wolf, PA  

 

“Where the worm dieth not.” 

“EVE saw that the 

tree was good for 

food and that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, 

and a tree to be 

desired to make one 

wise, she took of the 

fruit…”  Gen 3:8 

http://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/bagworm
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